
�amilAYRIM 
Depury for Istanbul 

Head of the Turkish Group to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean 
Member of the Committee on Public Works, Reconstruction, Transportation and Tourism 

Chair ofthe Turkey-Azerbaijan lnter-Parliamentary Friendship Group 

Dear Members of the PA-UfM, 

Distinguished colleagues, 

Ankara, 17th August 2020 

In view of the current developments in the Eastern Mediterranean, I deem it necessary 
to brief you on Turkey 's position. I would like to provide you with an information note which 
you may find enclosed. 

Turkey, which has the longest coastline in the Eastern Mediterranean, has adopted a 
pro-active policy to achieve just and lasting settlement to the challenges that the Eastern 
Mediterranean is currently facing. Our priority is to promote dialogue and cooperation. As we 
have repeatedly stressed in the past, our hydrocarbon activities in the Eastern Mediterranean 
have two dimensions: the protection of our sovereign rights in our continental shelf and the 
protection of the legitimate rights of the Turkish Cypriots, who are co-owners of the Island, 
aver the hydrocarbon resources of the Island. Turkey should not be expected to and will not 
retreat from defending either. 

I would like to emphasize that Turkey will continue to keep the diplomacy and 
cooperation channels open while protecting with determination both its own rights and those 
of Turkish Cypriots in compliance with international law. 

What we expect from our friends is to encourage and support a genuine bilatera/ 
dialogue towards a better future far our region. 

Cordially yours, 

Encl.: As stated 
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